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The Black Women’s Expo Honors Outstanding Women and Community Groups with 

Phenomenal Woman Awards 

Radio One’s Cathy L. Hughes to Provide Keynote Message 

(Chicago) July 29, 2010– Cathy L. Hughes, founder, chair, and secretary of Radio One, Inc. – the largest African American-owned and operated broadcast company in the nation – will deliver the keynote message for the Phenomenal Woman Awards Gala on Friday, August 6, 2010 at the Hyatt Regency Hotel.  As the official opening event for The Black Women’s Expo, the Gala presents the Phenomenal Woman Awards to pay tribute to outstanding Chicago area women whose excellence in a variety of fields commands recognition.  Ms. Hughes will address nearly 600 supporters, colleagues, friends, and family members of the nine selected women and two women-led organizations that will be honored for their service to the community.  

Phenomenal Woman awardees were nominated and voted on by members of The Black Women’s Expo’s Advisory Panel based on their qualifications and service.  2010 awardees include the following:

· Joyce Tucker, vice president of Global Diversity and Employee Rights, Boeing, for corporate

· Dr. Barbara Eason-Watkins, superintendent of Michigan City Area Schools and former chief education officer for Chicago Public Schools, for education

· Maudlyne Ihejirika, assistant city editor and urban affairs reporter, Chicago Sun Times, for journalism

· Alderman Toni Preckwinkle, 4th Ward alderman and candidate for president of Cook County Board of Commissioners, for politics

· Andrea M.T. Chapman, president, T&T Food Services, for entrepreneurship

· Monica Haslip, founder and executive director, Little Black Pearl Workshop, for philanthropy

· Dr. Lisa Thompson, pediatric rehabilitation physician and medical director of Pediatric and Adolescent Rehabilitation for Kids Rehab at LaRabida Children’s Hospital and Schwab Rehabilitation Hospital, for health

· Sheila C. Hill, president & CEO, Chicago Minority Supplier Development Council, for community service

Two community organizations with projects that are heavily supported by women will also receive awards.  

· Deborah Movement, The Black Star Project, for youth driven organization 

· Project Eden/Haiti, Living Word Christian Center, for faith-based program

The Launa T. Thompson Spirit Award is a special honor reserved for a woman who exhibits many of the characteristics of the late Launa T. Thompson, a giant in the radio industry and a humanitarian dedicated to helping others.  Cheryl Pearson McNeil, senior vice president of Public Affairs and Government Relations, The Neilson Company, is the recipient of this honor.  Pearson-McNeil has a proven track record of assisting businesses to support a variety of community initiatives and dedicates  much of her time to public service.
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Now in its 17th consecutive year, The Black Women’s Expo offers a family-friendly environment with empowering seminars, insightful workshops, enlightening speakers, lively entertainment, shopping, 

product sampling, and more.  Thousands of women – wives, mothers, students, corporate executives, entrepreneurs, and community leaders – along with men and youth will participate in the two-day event that offers African American-focused topics and themes.  The Expo opens at McCormick Place on Saturday, August 7 from 10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. and Sunday, August 8 from 11:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.  Tickets are $10 for adults and $5 for children.

Featuring seminars and workshops that will empower, inspire, and motivate, Expo topics will include economic empowerment, health and wellness, business ownership, male/female relationships, financial literacy, and. more.  Attendees will have the opportunity to dialogue with and learn from such national experts as New York Times bestselling authors Gerry Roberts (Millionaire Mindset) and Kimberla Lawson Roby; relationship author and Steve Harvey’s bodyguard Big Boom; actress BernNadette Standis who will present The Ultimate Personal and Business Credit seminar; Diana Gregory (niece of activist Dick Gregory) and Dr. Joel Martin will present Positively Powerful Women Communication Principles; and Ilyasah Shabazz will discuss her book Growing Up X: A Memoir by the Daughter of Malcolm X.  

To identify and assist new and emerging entrepreneurs, the Expo is sponsoring the 2010 Business Plan Competition.  The competition will help to prepare entrepreneurs in the development of a business plan and strategies to market entry.  Pamela McElvane, publisher of Diversity MBA Magazine, is leading the competition.  Although applicants for the business competition have pre-registered and submitted their materials to a judging panel, the winners will be announced during the Expo.  Cash prizes will be awarded to two winners.

The Expo will also present a political forum featuring the Illinois Senatorial Candidates and other local candidates running for office.  Melody Spann Cooper, general manager of WVON 1690 Radio, will moderate a panel to examine the issues surrounding the firing of Shirley Sherrod, Department of Agriculture federal employee.  Dr. Carol Adams, DuSable Museum chair, and others will participate on the panel.

The popular Expo Marketplace will feature local vendors who will provide samples and sell their products to consumers.  There will also be a Job Fair to assist job seekers. Pavilions will include Health and Wellness, Beauty Bar, Senior Lifestyle, Kidz Korner, the Literary Café, and much more.  

Headlining the entertainment stage will be rapper MC Lyte who will also bring her Mocha Café syndicated radio show to the Expo, gospel singer Kim Burrell who will also host the Gospel Talent Search finals, platinum selling R&B group SWV, and soul singer Dwele.  Macy’s will provide daily  fashion shows for attendees and additional stage performances will be presented in music, dance, poetry, spoken word, and comedy.

“There’s something for everyone at The Black Women’s Expo,” explained Merry Green, Expo founder and producer.  “It’s an established event that women, men, and youth return to year after year because they can count on us to provide information, entertainment, and inspiration.” Green added.

State Farm is the Presenting Sponsor of The Black Women’s Expo.  Other major sponsors include ABC 7, CVS Pharmacy, the University of Chicago Medical Center, the American Cancer Society, American Airlines, City of Chicago, Macy’s, Bloomingdales, PNC Bank, Lilly, AT&T, and Wirtz Beverages.

For additional information on The Black Women’s Expo, visit www.theblackwomensexpo.com or call 312-243-3554. 
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